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New York Theatre Week 


One Bye Closed- Bijou-11/24,Haile Stoidard presents new conedy by Justin 
Stum with Tan Helmore, Constance Ford and John BaragreyssMrs. Patterson-National 
Leonard Sillman presents a new play by Charles Sebree and Greer Johnson with in- 
cidental music by James Shelton. Eartha Kitt, Enid Markey 
Hellinger 12/2. Elizabeth Miele presents musical based on story by Wi ony 
McGuire,adapted by Frank O'Neill. Changed title recently fran "Om With the Show™, 
Irra Petina, Robert Wright,Paul Valentine featured. 


Digests of Current Week Theatre Reviews 


The Living Room- Miller 11/17/ Greham Greene's new drema,which was a hit in 
London, was panned by all but McClain,Journal American, as a play with sane fine 
acting, a few good passages,but on the whole too wordy and meaningless. McoClain's 
mild approval was aimed at only those theatre fans who wanted meat for new argu- 
ments, he frenkly was confused by it all. Viinchell added line to Coleman,Mirror, 
coon notice,the columnist stating show is "No 1. Dramatic Smash." Earnest,but dif- 
fuse and wordy,summed up Atkinson,Times,for the majority who didn't enjoy play. 
Barbara Bel Geddes walked off with acting honors, Hugh Hunt wae the original dir- 
ector, but Harold Clurman took over the last week of rehearsals as stagere Chapman, 
News, thought play dull end generally dispiriting,not “controversial"as it is said 
to be viewed in England. Watts,Post,tabbed it a religious horror play, while Haw 
kins,World Telegram & Sun, thought it more hifalutin’' thon contemplative. 


Abie's Irish Rose- Holiday 11/8. Two mild pro notices greeted revival 
of Anne Nichols stage classic presented by Michael Rose. Coleman,Mirror, admitted 
it was still a broad comedy,obvious in its humor,! it he thought it possessed enor- 
mous vitality, humor,heart and humanity. Show (:).-nan,concluded,is decent sentiment 
at its best and entertainment for the many, \.:.iie Hawkins,WIr&S,was surprised to 
find how timeless a play it is for all its feults. He especially enjoyed Anna Appel. 
Rest of critics vetoed project,but several found worthwhile elements in it. Atk irx- 
son,Times,noted that when plot is not cluttering up landscape, 4t manages to make 
intolerance look reckless and evil. Kerr,Herald Tribune,is convinced the thing 
that made show run is the peculiar quality of its badness, an honest badness that 
is all belief and no caloulation, Chapman,News, warned oustomers that this may be 
their last chance to see play which stunned him from not leughing. McClain, Journal 
american, honestly trieed to like play, but had to agree it was plainly embarassinz 
most of the time, Play was a tasteless,primitive comic strip when it first appear- 
ed and time has only made it appear worse, slugged Sheaffer,Eagle. 


A Doll's House- Finch Theatre-52 E 78 . Club Theatre revival of Ib- 
sen classic presented week-ends only through Dec 19 won split notices. Funke,Tine; 
panned all except Lesley Woods in leading role, as unequipped to meet the problex- 
But Herridge, Post, and Kerner, Wanen's Wear, thought cast does fair job.Both wore 
surprised at dramatic force in 880 scripte Latter suggested cast will be better 

when more at eases Post drema editor listed play as the secand notable revival by 
the groupe Group preserted Infernal Machine last season on West 52nd St. before 
third floor showplace was alosed by Fire Departments 


nt 
' Off Broadway ' 


Central Box Office of Off Broadway 
Theatre League at 1661 Broadway charges 
no premium for tickets. Service is being 
conducted by Theatre-Goers,Inc which gets 
5% gross value of tickets sold fran the- 
atres..eShowcase Theatre and Shakespear~ 
wrights groups have joined Off Broadway 
Theatre League. OFTL has also started a 
reading service for new scripts. 


I Feel Wonderful closes Nov 26 at 
Theatre de Lys...hudy Bond and David Ross 
have replaced Ludwig Donath and Lou Gil- 
bert, in Dybbuk,both now in Abie's Irish 
Rose, Ju eige,title player in Abie's 

rish Rose, continues in Noah at §& ¢ 
unday s Broadway TabernaolésseeJean 
Anouilh's Thieves Carnival follows at 
Cherry Lene after Way of the Worldee.. 
The Doctor's Dilemma starring Ceraldine 
tgerald opens oenix Jan llese 
The Crucible will be presented Dec 10 
son Guild Canmunity House...Clar- 
ence Derwent will appear at Club Theatre 
production of Merchant of Venice in Jan. 


Colunbia University's plans for its 
arts center includes a professional rep- 
ertory theatre which may be housed in a 
new theatre in the midtow area. 


The Girl fran Samos is for the cure 
ious who want to know about the kind of 
comedy that emused the Greeks back in 
SOO B.C.,rates Herridge, Post 


French Art Theatre's second season 
will present plays in French by Maeter- 
linck and Racine in Feb. Eve Daniel is 


Vaudeville ' 


New Palace show features Wateon Sis- 
ters,Harry Savoy,Betty Brett,Three Galan- 
es,Milt Roes.Film is "The Unholy Four.* 
eeoLast full stage and screen show at 
Paremount featuring Jackie Gleason  Cun~ 
pany starts at 12 midnight 


futures 


Deo 1 MRS .PATTERSON National 
Dec 2 HM THE TRAIL Hellinger 
De. 3 THE BAD SEED 46th St 
De« 13 LUNATICS & LOVERS Broadhurst 
Dec 14 HELLO PAREE 

Dee 15 BLACK EYED SUSAN Playhouse 


Dec 16 WITNESS FOR PROSECUT IOW 

Deo 19 STARS IN PERSONS BECKEAN 

Deo 2l-PORTIAT OF LADY ANTA 

Deo 21 FLOTERING PEACH Belasco 

Deo 22 WHAT EVERY WOMAN KNOWS~-C.Center 
Deo 27 SAINT OF BLEECKER ST 
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"George Pierce Baker and the Aner- 
ican Theatre” by Wisner Payne Kinne(Har- 
vard) fills an important niche in thea- 
trical literature, okays Down,Variety. 
Book is thorough and admirably written 
coo The First Night of 12th Night" by Dr 
Leslie Hoteon(Madiillan) contains fas- 
cinating and enlightening passages of 
actors and Bard preparing for command 
perfomances, rates Variety mugg.Book 
has several excellent illustrations ,but 
lacks a much needed index, 


Theatre TV Canmments ' 


NBC TV Producers Showcase State of 

the Unione with Margaret Sullivan and 

oseph Cotton was applauded by NY TV 
oritics. Gould,Times, raved over provo- 
cative subject,the playwrights to say it 
enusingly,the players to act it,and the 
time oh TV to do ite O'Brian, Journal An- 
ericen,noted show held its freshness and 
impudence.He applauded John Cranwell as 
top player. Though he disagreed with a 
few of the political ideas expressed, 
Tuck, Post,agreed show was first rate TV. 
Critics all noted with praise fact that 
studio applause was cut, 


TUNE WRCA Ben Grever 7 30 Al day after 
Broadway opening fur quotes of reviews 


| 


' Green Room Department 


LIONEL BARRYWMORBeseFamed actor was an American institution,both Times and Herald 
Tribune obit editorials stated. New Yorkers will remember him with fond man- 
cries as a stage actor,Times piece notes admitting he was never a great actor, 
Herald Tribune editorial billed him as a gront American actor loved by millions 
he never knew ,and who will be missed by ti..m as one misses an old friend. 


COLIMN TIPSeee0h Men,Oh Women will be picketed in Chicago by American Legion for 
having sane alleged "pinkos.” on its staff, hears WinchelleeeFive Broadway hits 
are completely sold out for Hew Years Eve, reports Kilgallen. 


OFF BROADWAY VIEWS.» eThough Nathan, Journal American, realizes that the Off Broadway 
theatre very evidently appeals to the optimistic dreamers among his colleagues, 
it seems to him at least thus far its later activities resemble in a way the 

- famous Paris Flea Market to which tourists travel far in the fond faith that 
they can pick up erstwhile buried treasures.,which they discover later could 
be bought for the same emount of money at a nearby shopeeeWatts,Post, fears 
drama critics do unconsciously let their critical standards down a trifle when 
they find the production doesn’t ham the quality of the play too seriously. 
Reviewer points out danger in sponsors of praised work considering taking their 
produotion to Broadway where paying audiences are tougher than critics, 


PRO REVIVALS eeeThere is a deep and basic need fa revivals in our present day thea- 
tre,explains Burr,Playbill. They bring the permanence of art to fill out the 
glitter of the new, and when well done, they bring added joy to the hearts of 


all true lovers of the theatre. 


CRIP IChL THOUGHTSeeeJoan Arthur,forced to close Saint Joan in Chicago due to illness, 
appearsto be the most expensive Hollywood invalid to try to "do” a show on the 
living stage since Bette Davis,chides healthy state 
stage revealed to Sobol, Journal émerican,by large number of top stars who have 
resisted more lucrative call of cinemas for legit..Acting of current season 
is in fine shape, rates Watts,Post, it's the playwriting we have to wrry about. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITESeeeOriginal May 22,1922 opening of Abie's Irish Rose at Fulton 
was on seme night as seven other drana premieres, author Anne Nichols told 
Coleman,Mirror. Sole "pro" notice filed by a long-hair fran the music depart- 
ment of a daily. Joe Leblang's cut rate ticket agency aided show by pushing 
tickets. Show moved to Republic and played 2327 performances. Original cost 


of first production was $5000. — 


' Pros & Cons by TMK 


The Living Roan is a dreary “message" 
play staged at a Sneiil-'s pace and wast- 


ing the talents of some fine actors in 
very unsympathetic roles. The religious 
problem presented and tts implications 
could certainly be put on a more attragot- 
ive frame if the author wished to make 
his points clear, Far fran being “contro- 
versial™ ag predicted,show is boringe 


Abie's Irish Rose has its place 
in theatrical history,and it should stay 
theres To one who has seen it for the 
first time it seems a cliche-filled 
canio strip done in poor taste to all 
concerned, Actors can't be blamed for 
leak of intelligent lines and/or lack 
of direction. 


NY's "newest" theatre will be the refurbished ANTA Playhouse which will open 
the season in December with Poxtrait of a Lady. 4 semi-circular counter in the lou- 
nge will be the new box-office,patrons Ww receive numbered tags denoting their 
place on the waiting line. While the interior which will have 550 more seats,will 
be in "modernized Federal style." 


Plays 


Traveling Lady closed, Fragile Fox oloses Nev 27...Hit the Trial is new title 
of On With Show with opens at Scltineer Deo 2.eeThs Flowering Peach opening pushed 
forward to Dec el or Deo 28...The Bad Seed due +: © n Dec 8 at 46th St..Black Eyed 
Susan opens Dec 15 at Playhouse... columbia Pic’ .:s plan to invest in stage plays 
With soreen potential. 


People 


Betsy von Furstenberg plays Lady Sybil in What Byery Wanan Knows at City Center 
Dec 22, she is now in Houston,Texas rehearsing under Walter Kerr's direction for the 


opening of King of Hearts with Franchot Tonee.eHurd Hatfield signed for Anastasia... 
Betty and Jane Kean will co-star in Ankles Aweich musical...John Stix will stage The 
Wisteria Trees at City Center Feb 2..dae west and Bobby Clark being sought for new 


Ziegield FollieSeseLionel Barrymore died at age 76. 


Other Broadways 
<CERY. andBess company,now touring Europe ,will play at Milan's La Scala Feb 21 


eoeRichar on will tour US in Charles Laughton's revival of Richard III..eSaint 
Joan closed in Chicago due to illnese of Jean Arthure..Noel Coward wil appear a 


Las Vegas for a reported $35,000 per weeke.eHugh Hunt,director of The Living Roo , 
will organize the Australian National Theatre,Ballet and Opera, 


Awa rd Depa rtnent 


Theatre people who won Christopher Awarde this season include Irving Berlin, 
Alan Jay Lerner and Albert MoCleeryeseDenver Post offers = 10,000 prize for the 
best, original romantic play on the first discovery of gol in Colorado in 1858, 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 

To Hell With Orpheus, presented two summers ."° >y St.John Terrell at his Lembert- 
sville Music Circus presented on WOR Radio Nov °.....bC planning to present Mary Mar- 
tin in Peter Pan after its NY run of 16 weeks. 


Theatre Book Notes 


The Solid Gold Cadillac published by Randan House.,."Shakespeare's First Folio" 
published by Yale University Press with introduction by Charles Tyler Prouty. 
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